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What does worship have to do with the environment?

Worship is an opportunity to celebrate God’s gift of creation, reflect on our

relationship with God’s world, confess our failings as a society to care for it,

and dedicate ourselves to honoring God in its restoration.

Celebrate creation time

Creation Time runs from 1 September to the second Sunday in October. You can mark all of it or pick one Sunday within it for a special environmental service. Originally begun by the European Orthodox church, Creation Time is increasingly incorporated into church calendars all over the world. Ideas for worship can be found at www.ctbi.org.uk/10 (and a European perspective at www.ecen.org)
Alternatively, design your own worship, for instance by exploring one theme every Sunday in Creation Time, using this module and your own imagination.

Also, of course, remember Earth Day in April.
Become aware of environmental themes in ‘ordinary’ worship

An environmental service does not have to disrupt the existing pattern of worship.

If your church follows a lectionary for readings, ask what new insights does the

environmental crisis give us into the passage set for today? 
Visit http://www.christianecology.org/, 
http://www.christian-ecology.org.uk/econotes-index.htm and www.blessedearth.org (all these sites have a wealth of useful resources)
Holy Communion and its traditional liturgies are full of ecological resonances, and the

traditional church year is full of opportunities for environmental themes for example:

· Lent: live simply and confess our part in environmental degradation
· Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost are opportunities for outdoor worship

· Christmas is a time to explore consumerism, and God’s relationship to his earth.
Prayers and reflections on environmental themes
Here is just a small selection of prayers and reflections organized around six environmental themes:

■ Light and power

■ Air and climate
■ Water
■ Land and vegetation
■ Life and biodiversity

■ Humans and the environment

These themes and the thematic prayers are taken from Praying for the Earth (© 2011), written and compiled by Revd. Dr Rob Kelsey and the Advisory Group on the Environment, The Diocese of Newcastle in the Church of England; robert.josephkelsey@live.com 
Copies of the booklet can be obtained by mail, or downloaded as a PDF here: http://www.newcastle.anglican.org/mission-and-ministry/environment-noticeboard.aspx#pfte. The booklet is a marvelous resource, and the themes can be used individually, or as a cycle of daily prayer through the week.

Light and power

We thank you for brother sun, sister moon and the stars. We give thanks for the rhythm of the days, months and years. Help us to value both light and darkness. Grant us wisdom in the use of energy supplies, and inspiration in the development of renewable resources.
God said, ‘Let there be light … Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to be

for signs and for seasons.’ Genesis 1.3, 14

Oil

In the Bible, the oil used was olive oil. It heals and blesses, soothes and confers

honor. It is used for joyful offerings, not sin offerings: in Lev 5:7 ‘for a sin offering

you shall not put oil on it’. The Good Samaritan ‘bandaged his wounds and poured

oil and wine on them’. In the Letter of St. James, anointing with oil is associated with healing the sick (James 5:14. ‘Pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord’) and Roman Catholic priests still use chrism in the anointing of the sick.
Oil was sacred, cherished, rare and special. Today oil from deep underground is a critical resource for making medicines and plastics. Yet most oil, having been extracted from the ground at a marked environmental cost is burned as fuel – with a further cost in terms of nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxides and other pollutants (even disregarding the carbon dioxide produced).  Is incinerating it for heating and transportation the best use of this precious substance?
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A play for today

Let us imagine a conversation between the Creator and St Francis about oil.

Creator 
Fran, I’d like your help. I created oil a little while in the past – I started 300 million years ago if I remember rightly. It was a sort of ‘stored sun’ for my humans.

Fran 

Ye-es, Lord.

Creator 
I had made all oil holy and precious so that it lasted for eons: they used olive oil to anoint Kings and Queens in their coronations as I encouraged Samuel to do to Saul. So they were very careful with oil. But now, helped by my creative spirit, the humans of all tribes have learned to burn mineral oil big-time – particularly to move about, I see. I made them nomads, wanderers, so I suppose I should not complain. But I do not understand …

Fran 

What about, Lord? I thought you knew everything.

Creator
 Yes, but I gave humans the ability to decide things for themselves. They seem to be doing so much moving about that just looking at their traffic makes me dizzy. I gave them two legs – which move them about effectively, but which take up very little space on the ground …

Fran 

That was a neat solution to the problem of locomotion, if I may say so, Lord.

Creator 
Quite … Now where was I before you interrupted? Ah yes. They have now got these cars which have four wheels and take up twenty times as much space as their feet. They get in a car on their own: what about sharing the thing? Then they complain there are ‘traffic jams’. I have rarely seen a human traffic jam in a street full of people; it is only when the roads are full of their infernal machines with all those wheels. 
Fran 
You will like this bit, Lord. In some cities, the people pay extra so that they can drive in all that congestion … But seriously Lord, they have to get about fast to do business. Feet are not fast.

Creator 
Traffic jams are not fast either. Why, I see millions of the creatures sitting in their cars going nowhere in a traffic jam but burning up my precious oil – don’t they ever think how long that took to make? With all these wheels driven by oil, there will soon be none of my wonderful stored sun left. It took me 300 million years to make and by my reckoning they will take 300 years to use it all! A million times as fast as I made it! And I am supposed to be God …

Fran 

Erm, Lord, have you seen a recreational vehicle?

Creator 
Yes I think so. Why?

Fran 
When the humans have lovely houses with gardens, they then sometimes buy a moving home. It is a house on four wheels. Then they leave their real home empty and take out their mobile home so that they can get stuck in a traffic jam.

Creator 
Ridiculous. Why on earth do they do that?

Fran 
I think we may call it the ‘snail syndrome’, Lord: make sure you take your home everywhere with you, but take it slowly … Anyway, Lord, they have what they call an ‘oil-based economy’. That means that their movements, their medicines, and their clothes, for example, are all based on oil.

Creator 
If so much is derived from oil, you would think that they would be careful with the stuff. But no, I have seen them using the oil in the most profligate manner to lift themselves up in the air just for fun! They go and lie in the sun and then fly back. Since I cannot make oil fast enough to keep up with their profligate usage, how will they live in a hundred years time?

Fran 
Well Lord, some people lives in places that don’t get much sun … you know, with the different latitudes and cloud cover that you provide… So they fly to the sun as often as possible.

Creator 
I understand … so these ‘wise’ creatures are using up the substance that keeps their society going. They are doing it so quickly that their children will not be able to live as they do. I sent my Son to teach them that that sort of selfishness led to disaster. And he was down there only just recently – 2000 earth years ago. Have they forgotten so soon?

Fran 
Well, Lord, they do know the oil is running out. They are always talking about it.

Creator 
Hah … meetings. We don’t have those up here. I just get on with things. What are they doing about it?

Fran 
Nothing much, I am afraid, Lord. They have no idea how they will fly planes without oil.

They can sail ships with your wind and make electricity with your sun. They know these things but they seem to love their wheels so much that they cannot walk, still less run, towards the future.

Creator
My poor, poor, tribes of humankind. When will they learn to look beyond next week with that clever brain I gave them? They want everything NOW; they forget what happens next. I hope the spirit of my Son and his teaching is strong enough to save them while there is hope. I do not despair.

John D Anderson © 2006 
Air and climate
We thank you for the air that we breathe and for the ever-changing skies. We give thanks for the rhythm of the seasons, for the warmth of the summer sun and the sharpness of the winter frost. Help us to feel the freshness of the breeze upon our faces and to discern the rainbow of hope that you give us.
God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters.’ ... God called the dome Sky.

Genesis 1.6, 8
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Clouds

The nineteenth-century writer John Ruskin saw industry and urbanization as a

spiritual problem, in that it separated people from the natural world where God is

revealed. But there is one piece of nature which can be seen everywhere. In this

passage he suggests to his readers that they take another look at clouds.
This piece, although a long one, is well worth reading.
‘The account given of the stages of creation in the first chapter of Genesis is in every

respect clear and intelligible to the simplest reader, except in the statement of the

work of the second day. Now with respect to this whole chapter, we must remember

always that it is intended for the instruction of all mankind, not for the learned reader

only, and that therefore the most simple and natural interpretation is the likeliest in

general to be the true one.

‘An unscientific reader knows little about the manner in which the atmosphere surrounds the earth; but I imagine that he could hardly glance at the sky when rain was falling in the distance, and see the level line of the bases of the clouds from which the 
shower descended, without being able to attach an instant and easy meaning to the 
words “expansion in the midst of the waters” and perceive that the level line of their 
bases did indeed most severely divide “waters from waters” – that is to say, divide 
the waters which fall, and flow, from those which rise, and float.

‘Next, if we try this interpretation in the theological sense of the word heaven, we

find God going before the Israelites in a pillar of cloud; revealing himself as a cloud

on Sinai; appearing in a cloud on the mercy-seat; filling the Temple of Solomon with

the cloud; appearing in a great cloud to Ezekiel; ascending into a cloud before the

eyes of the disciples on Mount Olivet; and in like manner returning to judgment: “Then

shall they see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven”. While, further, the

“clouds” and “heavens” are used as interchangeable words in those psalms which

most distinctly set forth the power of God: “The clouds poured out water, the skies

sent out a sound, the voice of thy thunder was in the heaven”. 
‘We are too apt to take them merely for sublime and vague imagery, and therefore 
gradually to lose their life and power. But understand by the “heavens” the veil of 
clouds above the earth, and the expression is neither hyperbolical or obscure; 
it describes God, not as revealing himself in any peculiar way to David, but doing 
what he is doing before our own eyes, day by day. By accepting the words in 
their simple sense, we are thus led to apprehend the immediate presence of 
the Deity.

‘This conception of God, which is the child’s, is evidently the only one which can

be universal, and, therefore, the only one which for us can be true. The moment

that, in our pride of heart, we refuse to accept the condescension of the Almighty,

hoping that, by standing on a grain of dust or two of human knowledge higher than

our fellows, we may behold the Creator as he rises – God takes us at our word. He

goes forth upon the ways which are not our ways, and retires into the thoughts which

are not our thoughts; and we are left alone. And presently we say in our vain hearts,

“There is no God”.

‘It seems to me that in the midst of the material nearness of these heavens, God

meant us to acknowledge his own immediate presence as visiting, judging and

blessing us. “In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,” which, without the

firmament, would be seen but as an intolerable and scorching circle in the blackness

of vacuity. By the firmament of clouds the temple is built, for the sun’s presence to

fill with light at noon; by the firmament of clouds the purple veil is closed at evening,

round the sanctuary of his rest; by the mists of the firmament his implacable light is

divided, and its separated fierceness appeased into the soft blue that fills the depth
of distance with its bloom, and the flush with which the mountains burn, as they drink

the overflowing of the dayspring. And in this tabernacling of the unendurable sun

with men, through the shadows of the firmament, God would seem to set forth the

stooping of his own Majesty to men, upon the throne of the firmament.

‘And all those passages to and fro of fruitful showers and grateful shade, and all those
visions of silver palaces built about the horizon, and voices of moaning winds and threatening thunders, and glories of colored robe and cloven ray, are but to deepen in our hearts the acceptance, and distinctness, and dearness of the simple words, “Our Father, which art in heaven”. ’

John Ruskin, Modern Painters, vol 4, chap 6 (1856)
Water

We thank you for the life-giving waters of the earth. We give thanks

for the rains that bring refreshment to the dry land and succor to

living things. Help us to see your peace in the still waters, your power

in the flood and the crashing wave, your joy in the babbling brook,

and your timeless presence in the cascading waterfall.
God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place.’

Genesis 1.9

Water

In the bible, God controls chaotic waters (Genesis 1, Mark 4), offers the gift of rain

(Deuteronomy 28, James 5), rescues us from the dangerous sea (Psalm 107, Acts 27)

and cleanses us through ritual bathing (Mark 1, John 5). God brings life and death to

the desert through water or lack of it (Exodus 14, 17). Rivers and cups alike bring

refreshment and quench our parched mouths (Isaiah 35, Romans 12). Water is also a

metaphor for love (Psalm 87), peace (Isaiah 66), and sorrow (Psalm 42).

Yet…no fresh water has flowed out of the Sea of Galilee into the lower River Jordan since 1991. Where John the Baptizer probably baptized Jesus is now a sewage seep.

Globally water is under pressure from commoditization, poor management and climate

change.
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Things to do

· Hold up a plastic bottle of “spring water”. This will cost around a dollar a gallon – or more. Tap water in the US is around 1-2 cents a gallon….so at the very least, fifty times cheaper. And how was that plastic bottle made? How does it get into shops? Only a quarter of these bottles are recycled – the rest will spend centuries (not) rotting in a landfill site somewhere. Why don’t we drink tap water?
· According to the Beverage Marketing Corp, the average American consumed 1.6 gallons of bottled water in 1976. In 2006, that number jumped to 28.3 gallons (www.earth911.com)  
· Take the collection in umbrellas, and buckets carried on girls’ heads, and pour it into a ‘well’ for dedication.
· Incorporate the evocative taste of salt water into confession, representing tears of sorrow.

There are excellent resources at http://www.worldwatercouncil.org/ 

‘If water is diverted to irrigation and industry, or withheld for hydroelectricity, or polluted, then the price of clean, fresh water will go up and the poor will suffer. Competition for useful water can then become harsh, as shown by the fact that up to a billion people lack a secure water supply and 2.5 billion have poor sanitation, causing millions of illnesses and deaths every year, mostly among children. There is a huge waste of human energy in an endless quest for water, a burden falling hardest on women. This is a global water crisis. It means that thousands of communities are living out of balance with the forests, grasslands and wetlands that sustain springs and wells. It can be described as tens of thousands of local water crises, all simultaneous and all caused by ecosystem damage and the diversion, over-use, maldistribution and pollution of fresh water. The failure of our leaders to understand, anticipate and correct these problems, and also the additional risks driven by climate change, can and should be judged as political negligence.’ 
Julian Caldecott, http://www.juliancaldecott.com/page/582
Let justice surge like water, and goodness like an unfailing stream.

Amos 5:24.
The sea

The volume of all the seas put together is more than 10 times that of the land above sea level, and nearly three quarters of the surface of the earth is covered by sea. It’s a beginning place: for nearly seven eighths of the history of life on earth, life was confined to the sea. Of 37 different major groups of animals, 25 are found only in the sea and only two are not found in the sea. One of these is the insects, many of which still spend some or most of their lives in water. Life is really at home in the sea: we still have sea water in our veins. Many land animals have returned to it: otters, seals, dolphins and whales among the mammals and also many birds spend nearly all their lives at sea: gannets, puffins, pelicans and penguins.

The sea is the source of the water cycle and the weather, keeping us warm in winter and cool in summer. Wherever the rocks are shale or sandstone, land was created by the sea. The creation stories of many peoples around the world speak of the sea as the beginning place.

It is also an ending place. No sooner has some dry land emerged from the sea but the forces of erosion get to work to return it there. There is the famous hymn, for ‘those in peril on the sea’ and for many a vessel and for many a seaman the sea has been very literally an ending place.

There is something about the sea which both attracts and frightens us. In God’s rebuke to Job, God uses the sea as the first example of the limitations of human understanding and abilities: 
 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?

Tell me, if you understand.

Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know!

Who stretched a measuring line across it?

On what were its footings set,

or who laid its cornerstone—

while the morning stars sang together

and all the angels shouted for joy?

 “Who shut up the sea behind doors

when it burst forth from the womb,

when I made the clouds its garment

and wrapped it in thick darkness,

when I fixed limits for it

and set its doors and bars in place,

when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther;

here is where your proud waves halt’?
(Job 38: 4-11)

We now have a better understanding of the transience of things than did the author of the Book of Job. We now know that even oceans and continents come and go in the grand pageant of the story of the Earth. And we can, and should, acknowledge the sea as both the beginning place and the ending place of just about everything that happens on the Earth.

From a reflection by Michael Colebrook, http://www.greenspirit.org.uk/resources/SparkwellServices.shtml
Land and vegetation
We give unbounded thanks for the land that sustains us, in all its variety and complexity. We thank you for high mountains and deep valleys, for fertile plains and desert places, for tropical forests and meadow grasslands. Help us to value the soil of which we are part, and to be good caretakers of the land on which we all depend.
God said, ‘Let the dry land appear. … Let the earth put forth vegetation.’

Genesis 1.9, 11

Food
Christian Ecology Link’s LOAF campaign encourages you to choose food which is:

· Locally produced

· Organically grown

· Animal friendly

· Fairly traded.

This is an especially suitable theme for a Eucharist service when bread and wine

are shared or around Harvest. There is a wealth of material including service orders,

sermon outlines, and activity ideas at http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/resources/loaf . 
The service can include the following Act of commitment:

· Will you strive to live more simply, to value food that is locally produced,

and to appreciate the regional varieties of the produce grown

here in this place to which God has called you?

With the help of God, we will.

· Will you oppose the unnecessary pollution of the soil and destruction of habitat for wildlife,

will you commit yourselves to explore the merits of organic food,

and will you endeavor, in whatever way you can,

to respect and care for the environment?

With the help of God, we will.
· Will you combat cruelty to farm animals and seek both to improve their conditions and to promote their well-being?

With the help of God, we will.

· Will you seek to serve Christ in one another, rejecting the exploitation of the poor and working for fairer trade and a greater sharing of the blessings God has given us to enjoy?

With the help of God, we will.
Life and biodiversity

We thank you for the integrity and diversity of all living creatures.

Enlarge within us a sense of fellowship with our brothers and sisters,

the animals with whom we share the earth and who love the sweetness

of life. Grant us compassion in our dealings with all creatures great

and small.
God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let

birds fly above the earth … Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every

kind.’ Genesis 1.20, 24

Biodiversity is the amazing richness and variety of wildlife and habitats on Earth, from

snowfields to rainforests and from mountain tops to the deep ocean floor. Even in a 
21st-century American city, the range of biodiversity is extraordinary. In the busiest city park and the quietest rocky cove there is an enormous number of individual species. 

Imagine a spider’s web, damp with dew, a spider in the middle. Imagine you break

a thread … and another … and another … eventually the web suddenly collapses.

Trees, polar bears, sparrows, corals … all are strands in the web of life God created. 
If we break too many threads, the web of life collapses. God has no strands to reach us.
Visit http://www.conservation.org/ for excellent background material. 
Benedicite

The canticle Benedicite omnia opera (All ye works of the Lord, bless the Lord) comes

from The Song of the Three Holy Children in the Apocrypha and is a song calling all of

nature to praise God. It is available in liturgical books such as Common Worship and is

used regularly during worship in the Episcopal Church. Several churches have

written their own Benedicite: here are two to inspire your own ideas.

Benedicite 
All peoples of the Lord, bless the Lord, exalt him and praise his name for ever

All mighty trees, saplings and bushes; brambles and all spiky and prickly plants,

All raucous birds and singing birds; birds and bats that fly by night,

All farms, with their animals and tractors; and sharp and heavy implements,

Bless the Lord, exalt him and praise his name for ever.

All high and windy places; gentle slopes and sheltered valley,

All rocky places, quarries and stone walls; with lichens, spiders and creeping insects

All boggy places; ferns and mosses, frogs and snails,

River, streams and weirs; water birds, fish and bank side animals,

All grassy places; moths and harvestmen, mice and shrews and voles,

Bless the Lord, exalt him and praise his name for ever.

All houses and gardens, full of flowers and fruit,

All churches and schools; after school clubs and day care
All shops and businesses; clinics and hospitals, and people travelling to and fro,

All peoples of the Lord, bless the Lord, exalt him and praise his name for ever.

Modified from the text by Sammie Hewlett, St Cuthbert’s Benfieldside, County Durham, UK

Benedicite 

You sun and moon, you stars of the southern sky,

you northern lights and midnight sun.

Sunrise and sunset, night and day.

All mountains and valleys, grassland and wood,

glacier, avalanche, mist, and snow.

Pine trees and palms, mosses and ferns.

Dolphins and whale, sea lion and crab,

coral, anemone, snail, and shrimp.

Rabbits and cattle, moths and dogs,

bee and sparrow, seagull, and hawk.

You first peoples of our lands,

all who inhabit the long white cloud.

All you saints and martyrs of Planet Earth:

All people everywhere:

Let us give God our thanks and our praise. 
© Rev Freddie Denman, Cornwood and Sparkwell, South Dartmoor, Devon

www.greenspirit.org.uk/resources/Rituals.shtml
Humans and the environment

As you created humankind according to your likeness, so help us, like

you, to see the goodness of creation. May we see ourselves as part of

a greater whole, and remember our duty of care towards the earth.

Help us to live in balance rather than conflict, to treat the material

world with gentleness, and to nurture the things around us.
God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image.’ Genesis 1.26
A thought for Lent

wildernesses are not what they used to be

great expanses of ice-sheets are melting

millions of acres of rainforests are being logged

vast stretches of shoreline are now tourist destinations

wildernesses are not what they used to be

there are fewer and fewer places where we can go

to live not for the instant but with the long now

to move through painful past into renewed future

to lament

hold what has gone and live through what is becoming

to hold the light and journey through

to be in the place where faith finds a home

and home is found on the open road

it’s harder and harder to find a place

lent shaped

with long purple shadows

that gathers up what is passing

and reaches into what is reforming

that lets faith journey

and souls grow

this is the lost art of lament

and an instantaneous world

has little time

(yet abundant cause)

to spend on its passing

wildernesses are not what they used to be

© Roddy Hamilton 2009
Worship in the face of climate change

Climate change describes the causes and effects of the whole range

of environmental destruction which we can observe taking place: mass

extinction, rainforest destruction, melting icecaps, desertification, acidifying

oceans, floods and droughts, forest fires and hurricanes.

· Climate change threatens unprecedented human suffering and disruption.
· Climate change is caused by us, by our reliance on fossil fuel for food, travel, clothing, technology, almost every aspect of our lives.
· Disastrous climate change does not have to happen. By making deep and immediate cuts (80% by 2050) in global carbon emissions, the worst effects could be avoided.

Yet this will require huge change from everyone, politicians, businesses, individuals. To

repent means to recognize that you are on the wrong path and to change direction.

‘Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be

overturned.” The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them from

the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. When the news reached the king of

Nineveh he rose from his royal throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with

sackcloth and sat down in the dust. Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh: “By

the decree of the king and his nobles. Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock,

taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. But let man and beast be covered with

sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their

violence. Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce

anger so that we will not perish.” When God saw what they did and how they turned

from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction

he had threatened.’

Jonah 3:4-10.

Climate change is not an ‘issue’ or ‘outreach opportunity’. It may be the biggest spiritual

and moral challenge that society has ever faced and asks questions which go to the heart of our worship.

Jesus warned against living our ordinary lives with no awareness of the times. It is

like the people who were destroyed in the flood, ‘eating, drinking, marrying and being

given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark’. (Luke 17.27)

Jesus condemned complacent communities who didn’t understand their need for

repentance: ‘Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were performed in you had

been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth

and ashes.’ (Matthew 11.21-22)

The prophets called Israel to repent of greedy oppression of the poor. They said

it made their religious worship hateful to God and warned that it would lead to

environmental disaster: ‘Hear this, you who oppress the poor and crush the needy.

Bring your sacrifices every morning and brag about your free-will offerings, for this

is what you love to do. I gave you empty stomachs in every city and lack of bread in

every town, yet you have not returned to me, declares the Lord.’ (from Amos 4:1-6)

Climate change requires action, and you can find out how your church can act by looking at Module 13. But effective action will only occur when there is repentance, a change of heart, and not just in us, but in the whole global community. For this reason climate change also requires prayer, the acknowledgement of our need for God’s grace and mercy, and our dependence on God’s love. Prayer is not an easy option: it is the beginning of a sea-change, a new path, a change of heart, a repentance.

Do we dare address climate change in our worship?

Or will God ask us, how dare you come to me in worship?
Module 13 Is entirely devoted to climate change: the evidence, the consequences, and what we can all do about it.


Intercessions

A Rocha’s Climate Prayer updates provide specific climate change prayer requests

every day. Some are for people or places affected by environmental disasters. Others

are for politicians and scientist searching for solutions. The short requests also include

links to further information. They can be included in your intercessory prayers every

week and made available for use in private prayer. They are available at

http://twitter.com/climateprayer
Prayers from the eco-congregation community

Following is an example of the prayers responding to climate change featured monthly

on the Eco-Congregation website, contributed from around the network. Visit

www.ecocongregation.org.uk  to find more prayers and to contribute your own.

Creator God – maker and shaper of

all that is, seen and unseen;

You are in the expanse and depth

of Creation, and in the processes

that make life possible.

Yet we are distracted by the gods

we make ourselves and our

lives become fractured and fragmented.

In our brokenness we disturb the

Earth’s capacity to hold us.

Instead we find climate uncertainty

and global injustice.

Call us back from the brink.

Help us to choose love not fear,

to change ourselves and not the planet;

to act justly for the sake of the

vulnerable;

and to make a difference today

for life tomorrow.

In your name – Father, Son and Spirit.

Amen.

© Martyn Goss 2008, Diocese of Exeter

Climate-change psalms

Ruth Jarman writes:

‘I’m declaring war – anyone want to join me? The aim is to give vent to our anxiety

(we are commanded to pray instead of worry) and fight the causes of climate

change on a spiritual level – to use all the weapons in our armory to fight what, on

the face of it, is already a lost battle. We are fighting the most powerful structures

in the world and the most basic human nature. Of the few in our world who

understand quite how terrifying the future is, only some believe we have any hope

to change the entrenched situation. We need God’s help here.’

‘Answer me when I call to you,

O my righteous God.

Give me relief from my distress;

be merciful to me and hear my prayer.’

How long, O men and women, will you turn the glory of the earth into dangerous

pollution?

How long will we love the delusion of consumerism and seek the false gods of money and possessions?

Help us to remember that you have set apart the godly for yourself;

that you will hear us when we call to you.

In our exasperation and anxiety do not let us lose hope;

when we have quiet times in the day,

let us search our hearts and be silent.

Help us to live our lives sacrificially and to trust in the Lord.

Many are asking ‘ What is the point? The earth is finished. Who can save us now?’
‘Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord.

You have filled my heart with greater joy

than when their grain and new wine abound.

I will lie down and sleep in peace,

for you alone, O Lord,

make me dwell in safety.’

© Ruth Jarman 2006

More of Ruth’s Psalms and other material from the Christian Ecology Link Community of

Prayer are available at www.christian-ecology.org.uk/prayers-for-hope
Renewing the Earth— An Invitation to Reflection and Action on Environment in Light of Catholic Social Teaching 

U.S. Bishops' Statement from 1991 

“Our mistreatment of the natural world diminishes our own dignity and sacredness, 

not only because we are destroying resources that future generations of humans need, 

but because we are engaging in actions that contradict what it means to be human.  

Our tradition calls us to protect the life and dignity of the human person, and it is 

increasingly clear that this task cannot be separated from the care and defense of all of 

creation.” 

“It is to the Creator of the universe, then, that we are accountable for what we do or fail 

to do to preserve and care for the earth and all its creatures.” 

“By preserving natural environments, by protecting endangered species, by laboring to 

make human environments compatible with local ecology, by employing appropriate 

technology, and by carefully evaluating technological innovations as we adopt them, 

we exhibit respect for creation and reverence for the Creator.” 

“Created things belong not to the few, but to the entire human family.” 

“As individuals, as institutions, as a people, we need a change of heart to preserve and 

protect the planet for our children and for generations yet unborn.” 

“The whole human race suffers as a result of environmental blight, and generations yet 

unborn will bear the price for our failure to act today.”

Good cop, bad cop

This is based on Job 1:1, 2:1-10, in which God and Satan are in conversation.

God is sitting in a chair and Satan wanders round him as if in charge.

God 
Well, well, well … the wanderer returns. Where on earth have you been? More worryingly, what have you been up to?

Satan 
Oh, you know … strutting around the planet, here and there. I must say, God, you truly have excelled yourself this time. What a wonderful creation. So many colors and textures and intricate details. I love what you’ve done with the fjords of Norway – and the mountain ranges, who would have thought you could have invented so many shades of purple. Wonderful!

God 
Well, I’m quite pleased with it myself. But I doubt you have come to pay a compliment.

What have you really come here for?

Satan 
Oh God, you are too cynical. Though now you mention it, I do have an idea I’d like to propose. Truly you have made a wildly wonderful world. But how good is it really?

Come on, God … I see a flaw in the whole thing. You have created something on a massive scale. It knits together in the most ingenious ways, but I do believe there is a crucial glitch.

God 

Oh? And that would be … ?

Satan 
Why, the human of course. It was all very worthy of you to create a being so imaginatively in your image. Personally I feel there is a little pride in that, which is really not worthy of you, a little arrogance even which will be this creation’s downfall.

God 
Nonsense. Look at my man Job. What do you make of him now? Still spiritual, moral, good living. Still giving me total respect. Still steering clear of evil. He passed the acid test and his integrity’s intact, even though, for no good reason, you were hell-bent on destroying him.

Satan 
Yeah, but he’s not exactly typical, is he? I reckon that if you hit any human with something really nasty, they’ll spend their last breath cursing you.

God 

Never.

Satan 
I beg to differ. Give me the human and I’ll prove to you how arrogant you have been, for the humans will not only destroy themselves, they’ll destroy your creation. Indeed, a person will give up beauty before they will give up power. I am sure it is so.

God 

Nonsense.

Satan 
And a person will give up on justice before they give up the coffee they choose to drink.

God 

I don’t believe it to be so.

Satan 
And a person will turn a blind eye to a changing climate before they choose a different lifestyle.

God 
Do you really think humans are that shallow? What about the good they do? They are wonderfully made. When I look in their eye I see a reflection of love. When I create each one’s fingerprints or whisper their name calling them into the world, they are in the image of heaven. When I fill a flower with perfume, or color an autumn leaf with sunsets, I know their human souls soar with the breath of it.

Satan 
Yes, but when a person does not get what they want, they will curse you to your face. They will take the good, but not the bad. Simple fair-weather fans. Worse still, they’ll deny their part in the web of creation. They will believe they stand against it, willing to fight it, as ruler, as sovereign.

God 
You think so? Well, have your way with them. Take the human and see if it is true. I created them with a love that is part of their every atom. They will see the truth, they will know the wonder, they will live in justice, they will share what I have given them, and they will step lightly in this world. They will not covet it, but care for it. It is how I created them. And they know their Creator.

Satan 
We’ll see. We’ll see.

God 

Yes, we shall …
© Roddy Hamilton 2007 
Weaving creation care into the life and mission of our Church

The creation care ministry of All Saint’s, Brailsford in Derbyshire, England started when Louise Doble, a church member and environmentalist, led a Lent series exploring Christian ethics and the environment. Having explored creation care from a Christian perspective the church decided to actively practice what they felt called to preach. After two years of action Louise Doble reflected:

“The path of Eco-Congregation has been an immensely rewarding journey for All Saint’s. Many people thought that ‘green issues’ had no place in church. Through our ministry we have discovered that the environmental agenda is inexorably interconnected with issues of poverty and development,  and this deepened our concern for the Earth and all its inhabitants. It has connected many diverse groups within our church and local community in a unique and refreshing way. Young and old alike have been touched by the need to care for God’s creation and come together to work on a variety of rewarding and fun projects.

“Eco-Congregation has a great deal to offer, it provides a framework to explore in practical terms Christ’s abiding call to love our neighbor. As Psalm 139 tells us, ‘He (God) is in every place giving it existence and the power to be a place, just as He is in all things giving them existence, power and activity’ ”

Listening to the Word of God

A Dramatic Reading from Genesis

(Setting: reader to one side, a space for the presentation of articles/activities)

Reading
Activity undertaken in silence

Genesis
1:1-5
A light/candle is switched on/lit or brought forward

Genesis
1:6-8
A dancer of creative activity

Genesis
1:9-13
Soil is brought forward, seeds are planted or flowers arranged

Genesis
1:14-19
A representation of the sun and moon are presented

Genesis
1:20-23
Children come forward dressed and moving as fish & birds or art representing birds and fish are brought forward

Genesis
1:24-31
A person moves to the front and curls tightly into a ball then 



slowly stretches to marvel at and embrace the rest of creation

Genesis
2:1-4a
The whole created order rests

Selected Bible passages with a creation theme

Old Testament

Genesis 1:1-2.4a

The first (six days of activity, one day of rest) story of creation

Genesis 2:4b-15

The second (garden) story of creation

Genesis 2:15-3:24
The Fall

Genesis 6-9


The story of Noah’s flood and God’s rainbow promise

Job 38-39 


God’s answer to Job from out of the storm

Many of the Psalms have a strong focus on creation, including the following:

Psalm 8


God’s glory and the place of humanity

Psalm 46


Trust in God

Psalm 104


In praise of God the creator

Psalm 139


Adoration of the God of creation

Psalm145


All creation praises God

Proverbs 8:22-31

Wisdom in creation

Sirach 42: 23-25

All species have value

Isaiah 65: 17-25

The new creation

New Testament

Matthew 6: 25-33
Worrying about possessions: birds and food, lilies in the fields

John 1: 1-18

The Word

John 3: 16-17

Salvation for the whole cosmos

Romans 8: 18-25

The groaning of creation

Colossians 1: 3-20
Thanks to God for the redemption of creation through Christ

Module 6, ‘Exploring God’s Green Word’ contains some Bible notes and studies

Caring for creation – An all-age worship address

1. Ask those present to name something precious that they have made or contributed to its formation. Examples might be a picture, a model, a flower garden, a flower arrangement.

2. Ask how they would feel if they gave or lent the item to another who spoiled it.

3. Explain that you are now going to tell the story of creation. Take a green balloon, inflate it and tie it. Next, tell the story of creation using pre-prepared colored pictures illustrating the activity of the 6 days. Examples include sun and moon, waves and earth, fish, whales and birds, flowers and trees, and humans too. Stick these onto the balloon with glue (a glue stick works well). 

4. Ask the congregation: What do you think God thought about creation? Remind the congregation what God actually thought by reading part of the creation story, for example Genesis 1:1-4 which concludes with the words: ‘and he was pleased with what he saw.’ (GNB).  Ask the congregation how they think God would feel if  His creation was damaged. Make the point that we should care for creation not just for what we might be able to gain from it, but because all of creation has value in God’s eyes. 

5. Brainstorm ways that the church and its members could show their care for God’s creation.
Wildlife and God’s people – Ideas for an all-age service

A Rocha produce an annual set of worship resources for Environment Sunday – the first Sunday in June The following all-age service is from the A Rocha 1999 worship pack. A Rocha is committed to the conservation of important habitats and species, campaigns for the care of God’s world, and draws on the cross-cultural strength of the world-wide Christian community. More information, including A Rocha worship resources, can be found at www.arocha.org. 

Part 1 - Match the Pairs

Match the pairs in the following two lists of names and actions.

List 1

List 2

Adam
Foresaw a day when God would renew and restore his ravaged creation, and make it abound with abundant, diverse life

Noah

Gave names to animals

David

The first conservationist

Solomon
Longed for the day when all creation would be liberated from bondage and decay

Ezekiel
Used birds, flowers and agricultural images to illustrate his teaching

Jesus

Studied and described plants, birds and fish

Paul

Wrote about the weather, the elements and wildlife in his poetry

Hosea
Taught that environmental degradation can be caused by human sin

Use the following as answers or to give clues:


Part 2 - Spotlight on three biblical characters

Noah

Read Genesis 9:8-17. With whom did God make this covenant? What did God promise? Why had God ordained such awful judgment? Consider illustrating the story with a colorful rainbow. Think of current situations where wildlife and natural habitats are being destroyed because of human sin. Is it reasonable to describe Noah as the first conservationist? In Hebrews 11:7 Noah is commended because of his faith. Think of people of faith in our generation who are concerned about the well-being of both people and wildlife.

Reflection: Noah cared for all of God’s creatures in a very practical way!

King Solomon

We can use resources like wildlife identification books, binoculars and magnifying glasses to study and describe plants and animals (you could illustrate this point with such equipment). Read 1 Kings 4:29-34. How might Solomon have gone about his research?  

Think of a famous naturalist and consider how he or she has contributed to our understanding of wildlife. Read Proverbs 30:24-28. What do the verses suggest about Solomon’s attitude to other species? How might Solomon’s studies of animals and flowers have contributed to his reputation for being a wise person?

Reflection: Solomon enjoyed and gained much from studying nature.

Jesus

The gospels record that Jesus often gave his time to others, sometimes one needy person, sometimes the disciples, sometimes huge crowds (invite those present to think of examples of each category). There were other times when Jesus needed to be alone. 

Invite those present to name the places/situations where Jesus wanted to be alone in the following passages: Mark 1.12, 1.35, 6.32, 6.46 & 14.32.

How were these times important in the life and ministry of Jesus?

List some of the different habitats where Jesus prayed.

Ask if others have ever prayed alone and out of doors, as Jesus did.

If so, was the experience different from praying indoors? 

What are, or might be, the benefits of praying alone, or with just a few friends, in a quiet place out of doors?

Reflection: Jesus valued quiet places outdoors to retreat to and pray.

Part 3 - Responding as a Church

Noah cared for all creatures, Solomon enjoyed studying the wildlife around him and Jesus enjoyed places of quiet and solitude. Think of ways in which your church or its members care for or study nature and value quiet places. How can we as a church do more to follow in the steps of these biblical characters?

Reflections on Bible stories
1  
Six days/4,600 million years         
The past 10 generations

     
 Creation
       




Desecration 

      
lighting                                                  
clouding 

      
founding                                                
flooding

      
breathing                                               
choking

      
living                                                     
 
dying 

2   
Creation in Reverse?

The following story was told by Jennifer Potter at the 2000 UK Methodist Conference and was drawn from a Radio 4 ‘Thought for the Day’ given by Colin Morris. It was inspired after Colin Morris had watched tons of rock fall into the sea near Beachy Head - a process accelerated by a rise in sea level.

“If the Bible were to be rewritten for the twentieth century, it would have to begin not like the original one with Genesis, the story of how God created the world, but with a sort of Genesis in reverse, the story of how we, humankind, dismantled it. It would tell of the pollution of the air and of the seas and rivers, of the piling up of waste materials from an ever-expanding consumer society and of the diminishing varieties of plants and animals.  It would tell of the enormous difference between those human beings who have too much and those who barely survive. It would end with a ravished and uninhabited Earth, made uninhabitable by humankind itself.  God would shake his head sadly, realizing that he had to start all over again.”

3   
Esau’s story… The loss of a birthright

“I don’t suppose that I wanted for much – we lived off the land, grew crops in the fields and hunted where the deer lay low. It provided for the whole family. It was the way that my family had lived for generations and I imagined that it would always be this way. One day my father would offer me his blessing to live off the land. One day I would offer the same to my family, and on the cycle would go.“

“I knew my father was growing old and weary, but it still came as a surprise the day he called me to his side, asked me to hunt for meat and make his favorite meal from the kill. I went out with a heavy heart: I was pleased to hunt for my father, but sensed with sadness that this would be the last time.”

“The hunt was successful, and I cooked a meal that my father would love. Once prepared, I approached my father to offer him the meat. As I drew near he began to shake. He told me in a broken voice that he had given his blessing away. My brother had stolen the blessing of God to provide dew from the heavens to make the fields fertile and provide corn and wine in abundance.”

Esau was cheated of his inheritance, of fertile land from which to live. Will our grand-children’s generation view our generation as Esau viewed Jacob, as one who had stolen the birthright of God-given abundance?

4  
Choosing life

Moses spoke the following to the wandering people of Israel on the edge of the Promised Land. 

“Today I am giving you a choice between good and evil, between life and death. If you obey the commands of the Lord your God, which I give you today, if you love him, obey him, and keep all his laws, then you will prosper and become a nation of many people. The Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are about to occupy.” 




(Deuteronomy 30:15-16 GNB)

The following is one suggestion of what Moses might say to God’s people at the beginning of the 21st century: 

“Today I am giving you a choice between good and evil, between life and death. If you  care for God’s creation, walk gently on the land, live life today that others might have life tomorrow, respect other creatures, care for your neighbor both near and far, then you will enjoy  life in fullness in the Kingdom of God, on earth and in heaven.”

What might Moses say to your church?

5 The lilies in the field

“Look at that man”, said one lily to another, “consider his life. He walks from village to village, from door to door, not asking for anything, yet gives and receives”.

“He seems different from the other folk around,” replied a second lily. “He appears to have turned his cares upside down. It’s God’s cares that come first in his life, the poor, the widows and the outcasts, so different from the town’s elite.” 

“Do you think”, asked the first lily, “that when his time comes, God will look more kindly on him than the ‘smart’ Jerusalem set?”

6   
Sufficiency?

Born in a borrowed stable

Lived a simple life

Buried in a borrowed grave

The Way, the Truth, the Life

7   
The prodigal race

There was once a ruler who had two sons. The younger said to the ruler:

 

“Let me have my share of the property”. 

After a few days the younger son took his property and got busy – releasing the assets to create wealth for his use. He dug for coal, drilled for gas and oil and used the wealth released to go on a spending spree: fast cars, holidays across the world and every kind of modern convenience. The more he had, the more he wanted – he enjoyed every new gadget, unconcerned that the more he used, the inheritance that he would pass on to his own children would change from a fruitful world to one laid to waste. 

If the story ended now, would he come to his senses before it was too late?

When one machine wore out, a new one was ordered and he amassed more and more until one day, his oil well ran dry, his coal was exhausted and he realized he had spent his inheritance and scarred the earth. He sat amidst the waste, thinking of the life that those in his father’s community lived, and he wondered if it was too late to say sorry.

8    DIY Biblical exercises

Think of a favorite biblical passage or story, and consider how it may be viewed from a different perspective and through ‘green’ tinted lenses. 

Imagine the reaction if a Biblical character travelled through time and space to visit the world of your church e.g. Noah, Moses, Isaiah, Peter, Paul.

What would they say to you? What would you say to them?

These exercises can be a creative challenge for a group of people and could be developed for use in worship. 

Singing Creation – a new ‘Christian Ecology’ hymn

Creator God

Creator God, your children’s voices rise,

Fed by your earth, uplifted by your skies,

Thankful for all its beauty and surprise,

Praise ever singing, ever singing.

Where forests range their canopies of trees,

May we sustain such vital gifts as these,

Let woodland shelter still resound with bees,

Birds ever singing, ever singing.

Beneath the moon the ocean lifts its tide,

Help us to curb our poisoned human pride

Still may the whales, the fish and dolphins ride

Seas ever singing, ever singing.

From south to north, from deeps to thinnest air,

Kingdoms of creatures flourish everywhere,

Open our hearts and let us learn to share

Life ever singing, ever singing.

God gave the word, and earth spins out in space,

Made us custodians of this glorious place,

Then let us give the future human race

Worlds ever singing, ever singing.


Singing Creation - The Eco-Congregation Hymn Board 

There are more suggestions, books and web links below.

Title








Author

All creatures of our God and king



St. Francis/W H Draper

All the nations of the earth




Michael Crockett

All things bright and beautiful




Cecil Alexander

All things praise thee, Lord most high



G W Condor

Alleluia: All the earth





Hubert J Richards

Beauty for brokenness





Graham Kendrick

Bless the Lord, created things




Judy Davies

Boisterous, buzzing, barking things



Winifred Elliot

‘Cheep!’ said the sparrow on the chimney top

Estelle White 

Come let us worship the Christ of creation


Allred & Saward

Creator of the earth and skies




Donald Wynn Hughes

Dance and sing, all the earth




John Bell & Graham Maule

Ev’ry bird, ev’ry tree helps me know, helps me see

Peter Watcyn-Jones

Fairest Lord Jesus, Lord of all creation



Lilian Stevenson

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness (Psalm 147)

Timothy Dudley-Smith

Fishes of the ocean and birds of the air


Susan Sayers

For beauty of meadow, for grandeur of trees

W H Farquharson

For the beauty of the earth




F S Pierpoint

For the fruits of all creation




Fred Pratt Green

For the healing of the nations




Fred Kaan

From you all skill and science flowed



Michael Perry

Give to our God immortal praise (Psalm 136)

Isaac Watts

God in his love for us lent us this planet


Fred Pratt Green

God of grace and God of glory




Harry Emerson Fosdick

God turned darkness into light




Michael Forster

God who made the earth





Sarah B Rhodes

God who spoke in the beginning



Fred Kaan

God, who stretched the spangled heavens


Catherine Cameron

God, whose farm is all creation




John Arlott

God’s will for creation





from Carmina Gadelica

Great is thy faithfulness





T O Chisholm

I love the sun






Gwen F Smith

I sing the almighty power of God



Isaac Watts

If I were an astronaut out in space,



Susan Sayers

Inspired by love and anger




John Bell & Graham 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise



W Chalmers Smith

Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it


David Mansell

Joy to the world






Isaac Watts

Let us gladly with one mind




Michael Saward

Let us sing your glory, Lord, alleluia



Maria Lydia Pereira

Like a mighty river flowing




Michael Perry

Lord, bring the day to pass




Ian Fraser

Lord of all life and power





Timothy Dudley-Smith

Lord of creation






Jack Winslow

Lord of the boundless curves of space



A F Bayly

Lord of the changing year




David Mowbray

Morning has broken





Eleanor Farjeon

Not the grandeur of the mountains



Michael Perry

Now join we to praise the creator



Fred Kaan

Now praise the protector of heaven



Christopher Idle

O come, and let us to the Lord (Psalm 95)


Metrical Psalm

O Lord, all the world belongs to you



Patrick Appleford

O Lord my God






tr. Stuart Hine

O Lord of every shining constellation



A F Bayle

O Lord our God, how majestic is your name


Phil Lawson Johnston

O praise him, O praise him! (Song of Caedmon)

Arthur Scholey

O worship the King (Psalm 104)




Robert Grant

Oh the life of the world





Kathy Galloway

Onward, Christian pilgrims




Michael Forster

Over the earth is a mat of green



Ruth Brown

Praise and thanksgiving





A F Bayly

Praise him, praise him





Michael Perry

Praise my soul, the King of heaven (Psalm 103)

H F Lyte

Praise the Lord of heaven




Timothy Dudley-Smith

Praise the Lord, you heavens adore him


Timothy Dudley-Smith

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (Psalms 103, 150)

Joachim Neander

Praise ye the Lord, tis good to praise (Psalm 147) 

Isaac Watts

Praise with joy the world’s Creator



John Bell & Graham Maule 

Push little seed






Susan Sayers

Roar of the waves, the waters pressing


Michael Perry

Sing praise to God on mountain tops



John Bell & Graham Maule

Sing for God’s glory





Kathy Galloway

Sing glory to God the Father




Michael Saward

Sing to God with gladness




James Quinn

Thank you for the summer morning



Susan Sayers

The earth is the Lord’s





Graham Kendrick

The heavens declare





Andy Silver

The universe to God in silence sings



David Fox

The universe was waiting





Michael Forster

The works of the Lord





Christopher Idle

There are hundreds of sparrows, thousands, millions
John Gowans

There’s a seed in a flow’r on a plant in the garden

Susan Sayers

Think of a world without any flowers



Bunty Newport

This world you have made




Susan Sayers

To God who makes all lovely things



J M C Crum

Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently


Shirley Erena Murray

Warm as the sun, fresh as the breeze



Nick Fawcett

We are not our own. Earth forms us,



Brian Wren

When God made the garden of creation


Paul Booth

Who put the colours in the rainbow



Paul Booth

Yes, God is good






John Hampden Gurney

You can drink it, swim in it




Susan Sayers

You shall go out with joy





Stuart Dauermann

Your love’s greater






Mike Anderson

Hymnbooks

Many hymn books have a selection of hymns with a creation theme, notably:

· The Only Earth We Know - Hymn Texts by Fred Kaan Published by Stainer Bell/Hope 1999

· Big Blue Planet and other songs for worship in God’s world - by Judy Jarvis Publ. Stainer and Bell

· Common Ground Published by Saint Andrew Press 1998

· Habel Hymns Volume One—Songs for Celebrating with Creation by Norman Habel  Downloadable from http://seasonofcreation.com/resources/creation-songs/.  A great resource!
· The Iona Community (Wild Goose Publications) publish a range of hymnbooks, many of which have hymns and songs with a creation theme

Web links for Creation Care hymns
· http://nccecojustice.org/resources/hymns.php
· www.presbyearthcare.org/resources-aids.html
Further Resources

· http://www.creationcareforpastors.com/ - an excellent web resource, with books, links and sermon material
· What a Wonderful World!  - Stories and poems that celebrate creation by Pat Alexander. 1998, Lion UK, ISBN 978-0745938318
· Franciscan Action Network: http://www.franciscanaction.org/c4c and http://www.franciscanaction.org/creation_lectionary_reflections

· Harvest service, LOAF service, resources on climate change (Operation Noah) and daily prayer guide - from Christian Ecology Link downloadable from

 http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

About A Rocha Eco-congregation

A Rocha Eco-congregation is an ecumenical program to help churches make the link between environmental issues and their Christian faith - and respond in practical action in the church and wider community. It is run in churches in Britain and Ireland, Canada, the United States, and elsewhere, and provides free resources, support and an Award Program to help churches to consider

Eco-congregation (USA) is a project of A Rocha USA, a 501(c) organization.

A Rocha (www.arocha.org) is a Christian nature conservation organization operating in over nineteen countries, our name coming from the Portuguese for “the Rock,” as the first initiative was a field study centre in Portugal. A Rocha projects are frequently cross-cultural in character, and share a community emphasis, with a focus on science and research, practical conservation and environmental education.
A Rocha USA, PO Box 1338, Fredericksburg TX 78624

830.522.5319 / usa@arocha.org / www.arocha-usa.org
[T]oday the great gift of [God’s Creation] is exposed to serious dangers and lifestyles which can degrade it.


Environmental pollution is making particularly unsustainable the lives of the poor of the world. In dialogue with Christians of various confessions, we must pledge ourselves to take care of creation and to share its resources in solidarity.


Pope Benedict XVI, August 27, 2006








Genesis 2:19-20 link Adam and naming 





Genesis 6-9 The story of Noah – reveals how he built the ark to save the animals, thereby becoming the first conservationist! 





Psalms 8, 29, 36, 65, amongst others, are attributed to David and mention weather, elements and wildlife 





Solomon studied and described plants, birds and fish (see Part 2 for details)











Ezekiel 47 records that Ezekiel foresaw a day when God would renew  creation 





the gospels record that Jesus used birds and flowers (for example Matthew 6:25-34) and agricultural references (for example Luke 15:8-14) in his teaching





Paul wrote that he longed for the liberation of creation from bondage in Romans 8:19-20





Hosea (Hosea 4:1-3) taught that environmental degradation can be caused by human sin











The hymn was inspired in part to introduce new words to a much loved tune, widely associated with the hymn ‘For All the Saints’.





The hymn was entered for the Christian Ecology Link Millennium Hymn Writing Competition and was sung at the 2003 CEL Conference in Sheffield, England.





Words: Jenny Baines, Selly Oak Methodist Church, Birmingham UK (An Eco-Congregation Award winner)





Tune: Sine Nomine, Vaughan Williams





Reproduced by Eco-Congregation with permission. Permission is also given to churches to reproduce the hymn for worship, provided that the author is acknowledged. 









